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PC.Predictors of disease-free survival in patients with stage I-IIIA cutaneous malignant
melanoma treated with surgically based therapy: the impact of tumor ulceration. Our aim

was to identify predictors of disease-free survival (DFS) after surgical management of stage I-
IIIA cutaneous malignant melanoma (CMM). We reviewed our database of patients treated

with wide local excision at a tertiary referral institution between January 1, 1995, and
December 31, 2002, for stage I-IIIA CMM and performed univariate and multivariate analyses

to determine predictors of DFS. One hundred fifty-nine patients underwent wide local
excision, and 38 (24%) were lost to follow-up. The median follow-up period was 10.5 years.

The 5-year DFS estimate was 88% for patients with tumors that did not ulcerate and 91% for
those with ulcerated tumors (P =.4). The 3-year DFS estimate was 96% for patients with

tumor thicknesses of less than 1.0 mm and 84% for those with thicker tumors (P c6a93da74d
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